Pitfalls of incomplete myelography with thoracic spinal lesions.
This paper describes four patients with thoracic spinal lesions in whom the initial clinical presentation was highlighted by complaints in the lower back and lower extremities, in the absence of thoracic spinal or radicular symptoms. Initial myelography, confined to the lumbar region, failed to reveal a cause for the patients' symptoms. Subsequently, diagnostic consideration of a thoracic spinal lesion prompted repeat myelography of the thoracic region which demonstrated a relevant lesion in each case. It is important to visualize the thoracic cord when myelography is performed for the investigation of pain or neurological symptoms in the lower back or lower extremities.